Task Force to initiate the International
Harmonization of Dietetic Education. An IAAND-
ACEND Collaboration

Background

The mission of the International Affiliate of the Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics (IAAND) is to
empower members through professional development and promote global collaboration in the

international nutrition and dietetics community.

TAAND has identified collaboration as one of its priorities to shape the future of nutrition and
dietetics education, ensuring high standards and fostering a global community of professionals

committed to health and well-being.

The Accreditation Council for Education in Nutrition and Dietetics (ACEND) and IAAND play
crucial roles in shaping the future of nutrition and dietetics education, ensuring high standards, and
fostering a global community of professionals committed to health and well-being. The
collaboration between IAAND and ACEND can further enhance the exchange of best practices,

curriculum development, and faculty training across borders.

Goals:

1. Elevate the quality of nutrition and dietetics education in at least one middle-income and one
low-income country by 2030.
2. Promote diversity, equity, inclusion, belonging, and access to nutrition and dietetics

education in low—and middle-income countries.



Objectives

1.

Build the capacity of Universities and Governments to establish and roll out quality Dietetics

training programs that adopt quality standards.

Cultivate excellence in nutrition and dietetics globally through effective communication and

collaboration.

Support preceptorship and mentorship of students to enhance clinical nutrition skills and

competencies.

Establish a repository of resources and knowledge products to enhance the training of

students and dietitians' clinical practice.

Guide and assist international colleges and universities to get their Dietetic programs

accredited by ACEND

Ensure that internship rotations provided by companies (e.g. SIGNs) are accredited and

approved by ACEND (or follow the necessary competencies)

7. Seek funding opportunities for low-and middle-income countries to: 1) assist low and
middle-income countries to have their Dietetic programs accredited; 2) enhance students'
training through courses; 3) provide up-to-date references or access to online resources

Deliverables

1. Work with ACEND to develop materials describing the Academy accreditation standards
and processes

2. Work with CDR to develop materials describing the process to become eligible to take
the US Registration Examination

3. Develop a process to mentor international dietetic program directors as they pursue
accreditation or upgrading of their curriculum to more closely match either the Academy
or ICDA standards, specifically related to Nutrition Interventions and Medical Nutrition
Therapy

4. Support research efforts to document the role of international Registered Dietitians to

inform policy initiatives, e.g. licensing, certification



5. Develop processes to facilitate bridge programs between international students who want

to complete requirements for US supervised practice AND registration in the US

6. Develop a resource center on IAAND website regarding accredited dietetics programs

and IAAND initiatives

Suggested schedule 2024-2030

BOD reviews and approves charter and members of the Taskforce

Members of the Committee will coordinate their work in alignment with the
identified priorities and plans of IAAND and schedule the first meeting

Develop an information sheet with the necessary information to start the
accreditation process.

Brainstorm on ways to provide an economically international experience and
education between US and non-US pathways as a win-win of virtual or on-site
bridge partnerships (e.g. send an information sheet regarding ACEND standards
and curricula via email to the chair and faculty of chosen programs in chosen
countries that are members of [AAND)

Work with the registrars of national associations (where applicable), who verify
the qualifications of candidates to take the local/national exam. They could assist
CDR Registered RDs in practising in the countries of their jurisdiction and
taking the local registration exams.

Present initial concept with questions for BOD input on approach, questions to
be addressed in final deliverables

Engage in collaborative research projects and joint publications that can advance
evidence-based practices in nutrition and dietetics.

Specify which BOD meeting reports are needed, and indicate on the timeline if

interim decisions or input from the BOD are needed

August 2024
3t week of
Aug 2024
Sept 2024

On-going

On-going

On-going

End of the 1%
year

On-going



Members

[J Chair, Ahlam El Shikieri (Saudi Arabia/Sudan)
[J Judith Beto (USA)

L1 Susan March (Spain)

L1 Esther Myers (USA)

[ Vilasi Venkatachalam (India/USA)
[] Rasha Al Aseili (Scribe) (Jordon)
L1 Sanele Nkomani (Zimbawi)

L1 Mako-Mushaninga, Kuda (USA)

Meeting Times

e The Chair of the Committee will notify the members of the time, location and agenda of calls

or meetings at least five working days in advance and share any relevant background

materials.

e Members of the Committee will meet at least once per quarter and on an ad hoc basis when

required, particularly as and when new developments arise with the work plan.

Communication Channels

e The Chair of the Committee will convene meetings using virtual platforms to allow for

inclusive participation.

e The committee’s efforts will be reported quarterly via established IAAND communication

channels during the BOD meetings.

e Portal group is needed to store documents and facilitate communication. A basic library and

discussion group will be needed




Agendas and Report

Informal agendas and meeting summaries will be posted in [AAND Portal at the discretion of
leader

Work may be accomplished by email discussion if appropriate

Reports to BOD should include names of task force, summary of input used in task force
deliberations, and specific questions if BOD input is needed OR recommendations if BOD

decisions are needed.

Budget provided

No financial commitment is made for FY 2024-2025 fiscal year. A specific request for out-of-
cycle funding will be required if funding is needed.
Final recommendations for next FY budget requests will be considered but not guaranteed if

submitted by April 2025. No travel funds will be allocated to support this task force

Decision-making authority

The Taskforce members should be approved by the President. Members should be [AAND

members/supporters

Solicitation of Task Force members must specify that any interested member must be approved

by the President before appointment to the task force.
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